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The most powerful (though not the only) picture of the  
church is a family. It is not however the western 
nuclear family (dad, mum and the kids) but rather the  
extended grown-up family which consists of many nuclear  
families, with a connection of clan/tribe name, nature  
and shared history … 
 
There is a significant difference between a family of churches 
and a network of related churches. A family has a much  
deeper commitment to each other … we give up some of  
our autonomy in order to be part of a movement, a clan,  
or a family … 
 
A network by contrast,  simply connects a variety of churches 
with differing interests, theological emphasis and leadership 
styles. There is no need to give away any autonomy, and 
Work together for a common good in a network.  



celebrant ::
Lord - You desire mercy not sacrifice 
To follow You is to journey  
                        on the path of humility, 
                        to learn to love mercy, 
                        and to do justice. 



Guide us into humility 
Overwhelm us with a love for mercy 
Strengthen and empower us that we may 
                               advocate, liberate, 
                               welcome and embrace 
the vulnerable, the oppressed and the poor 

We trust You Lord 
Have mercy on us  
that we may have mercy on others

all ::



celebrant ::
We pray for our parliament 
We pray for our provincial leadership 
We pray for our civic authorities 
We pray for those who give guidance 
                      in our faith communities 
Protect them from the corrosion of power 
Guide them in humility 
Awaken in them a love for mercy 
Grant them courage to govern justly



Guide us into humility 
Overwhelm us with a love for mercy 
Strengthen and empower us that we may 
                               advocate, liberate, 
                               welcome and embrace 
the vulnerable, the oppressed and the poor 

We trust You Lord 
Have mercy on us  
that we may have mercy on others

all ::



celebrant ::
Lord - You desire mercy not sacrifice 
To follow You is to journey  
                        on the path of humility, 
                        to learn to love mercy, 
                        and to do justice. 



we seek first Your kingdom 
we follow in Your way 
we seek first the justice it brings 
we seek You Lord 
have mercy

all ::



U2
what you don’t have 
you don’t need it now



Devote yourselves to           , being watchful and thankful. And 
pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so 
that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in 
the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every 
opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone.


Colossians 4:2-6


prayer

wise

conversation



This is a call into becoming a people that embody a  
presence in the midst of the political and societal insanity of the age.  
Challenging the powers that be by simply existing. 
It is a call into fleshing out the law and the prophets in tangible, 
sustainable community where those who “have much, don’t have 
too much, and those who have little don’t have too little.”  
(2 Corinthians 8) 
It is an invitation to the Jesus Way. 
Anchored to the sensibilities and posture of the Beautitudes and the 
Sermon on the Mount, it is the becoming of a people who dwell in 
the Father’s House, display the upside-down glory of Christ within 
us, are held together by His word and His power, living stones 
building a shining temple of the Spirits presence, empowering  
and leadership.

Jesus Way



Jesus Waythe



Jesus is not suggesting that these are simply timeless truths 
about the way the world is, about human behaviour. If he was 
saying that, he was wrong. Mourners often go uncomforted, the 
meek don’t inherit the earth, those who long for justice frequently 
take that longing to the grave. This is an upside-down world, or 
perhaps a right-way-up world; and Jesus is saying that with his 
work It’s starting to come true. 

Follow me, Jesus said to the first disciples; because in him the 
living God was doing a new thing, and this list of ‘wonderful 
news’ is part of his invitation, part of his summons, part of his 
way of saying that God is at work in a fresh way and this is 
what it looks like. 

NT Wright



Furthermore, what is first required of the Christian is not 
action (although that cannot be neglected) but a 
presence, a style of life, an attitude, a special mode of 
existence. 

Authentic Christian existence trusts in the power of the 
Holy Spirit to give our “presence” a revolutionary and 
explosive force in history. By incarnating their God-given 
identity as light, salt, and sheep, Christians effect a 
present reality of the kingdom of God which will be 
culminated in the future. 

Daniel B. Clendnin, reflecting on Jacques Ellul,  
Presence of the Kingdom, Introduction



prayer
wise(dom)

conversation



prayer
The shocking lesson for the disciples can, of course, be turned to excellent use if we learn, in our 
own prayer, to wait with them, to keep awake and watch with Jesus. At any given moment, someone 
we know is facing darkness and horror: illness, death, bereavement, torture, catastrophe, loss. They 
ask us, perhaps silently, to stay with them, to watch and pray alongside them.
Distance is no object. In any one day we may be called to kneel in Gethsemane beside someone 
dying in a hospital in Nairobi, someone being tortured for their faith in Burma, someone who has lost 
a job in New York, someone else waiting anxiously for a doctor’s report in Edinburgh. Once we 
ourselves get over the shock of realizing that all our friends, neighbours and family, and even the 
people we have come to rely on, are themselves vulnerable and need our support—if even Jesus 
longed for his friends’ support, how much more should we!—we should be prepared to give it to the 
fullest of our ability.
And when we ourselves find the ground giving way beneath our feet, as sooner or later we shall, 
Gethsemane is where to go. That is where we find that the Lord of the world, the one to whom is now 
committed all authority (28:18), has been there before us.

n.t. wright
devote yourselves to



prayer
“unity or agreement of feeling 
or action, especially among 
individuals with a common 
interest; mutual support within 
a group.”solidarity



“In researching his new book, The End of White 
Christian America, (Robert P.) Jones found WCA 
alarmed at the shift of the country from 54% Christian 
at the beginning of the Obama presidency to 45% in 
2015. Two-thirds of WCA members say it bothers them 
when they come into contact with immigrants 
who speak little English. Two-thirds also believe that 
discrimination against whites is as big of an issue as 
discrimination against other racial groups.”             

Kirsten Powers USA Today

https://www.amazon.com/End-White-Christian-America/dp/1501122290/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1468870447&sr=8-1&keywords=the+end+of+white+christian+america
https://www.amazon.com/End-White-Christian-America/dp/1501122290/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1468870447&sr=8-1&keywords=the+end+of+white+christian+america


Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every 
opportunity.



“you cannot grow a 
beard in a moment of 
passion” 

GK Chesterton

::“liberating” time



hospitality
Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every 
opportunity.



hospitality
Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every 
opportunity.



we are not being invited into supporting programs, playing at 
church and funding institutionalized religion :: we are “called out” 
by Jesus into His radical community, a new social order - the 
church - that the very gates of hell itself cannot prevail against. 
we are to step out of our “panelled house existence” into His 
kingdom community, discovering together who Jesus is calling 
us to be in our city - our nation - and this world. 

ecclesiahospitality



church meets pagan
ecclesiahospitality

Peter Fitch

Matthew 16:13-20



for as many of you as were baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ. There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus 


Galatians 3:27-28



hospitality
hospitality is not (simply) someone’s who’s good at 

serving coffee in the church foyer; 
it is the very foundation of the Judeo-Christian 

values system 
paraphrased: Brad Jersak



hospitality
hospitality is not (simply) someone’s who’s good at 

serving coffee in the church foyer; 
it is the very foundation of the Judeo-Christian 

values system 

paraphrased: Brad Jersak



hospitality
moving from a culture based on “giving”  

to that of “sharing”;  
moving from the position of host  

to that of being hosted; 
leaving the chair of power  

in order to take up the towel of a servant 



wisdom



(4:5) “Walk” is peripateō (περιπατεω), “to order one’s behavior.” “Them that are without” 
 is tous exō (τους ἐξω), “those outside,” namely, those without the pale of the Church, 
 the unbelievers. Expositors says: “They must be wise in their relations with them so as 
 not to give them an unfavorable impression of the gospel.” “Redeeming” is exagorazō 
 (ἐξαγοραζω), “to buy up the opportunity for one’s self,” that is, to make a wise and 
 sacred use of every opportunity for doing good, so that zeal and well-doing are, as it 
 were, the purchase-money by which we make the time our own” (Thayer). Expositors
 quotes Ramsay, “making your market fully from the occasion,” and goes on to say, “They 
 are to seize the fitting opportunity when it occurs, to do good to ‘those without,’ and thus 
 promote the spread of the gospel.” “Time” is kairos (καιρος), “a strategic point of time.”

Translation. In wisdom be ordering your behavior towards those on the outside, 
buying up for yourselves the strategic, opportune time.

                                                                 Wuest’s Word Studies in the Greek New Testament



wisdom
we need wisdom, 
more than we need answers. 
Clarity of thought and action that 
allows us to move 
one step at a time, 
at the pace the Spirit sets for us



conversation



conversation
I just kept thinking about "unfinished conversations" - it seems to me that 
this is one of the main sources of dysfunction in church circles. When a 
conversation gets uncomfortable and neither side is listening, one side 
digs in the heels by staying and the other digs in the heels by leaving. It 
is probably at its most dysfunctional when this essentially achieves the 
powerful excluding the weaker (in many different forms). Sometimes the 
conversation is just ignored and feelings are buried. Sometimes they are 
distracting conversations and health would be the ability to keep talking 
but not necessarily about the same thing. Sometimes health is making a 
conversation available but letting someone go if they don't really want to 
talk. But the latter is hard to separate from using power to make a person 
(or group) leave. Health would be better processes and intentionality 
around finishing conversations.

Walter Thiessen



conversation
where there is abuse of power, there is 
always a silenced voice, justice begins 
with listening. there is no sustainable 
justice without a just community; 
there is no just community without 
conversation.



“… each one heard their own language …” 
Acts 2:6

at the burning core of Pentecost was a Spirit fire that rested on the head and burned in the 
heart, unstopping ears and resulting in a space of human understanding unlike anything that 
had ever been witnessed before. Engaging in cross linguistic dialogue is to realize quickly 
that even a perfect translation of mere words often ends in a clumsy exchange at best, and 
with tragic results at worst. True interpretation and clear understanding requires a holistic 
engagement with history, worldview and culture, and rarely happens quickly. The miracle of 
Pentecost is that they actually heard, and understood one another across an incredibly 
diverse swath of humanity. This new community was propelled into beginning to shape Jesus’ 
dream of an ecclesia that would incarnate who He is in the world, just as He fleshed out the 
Trinitarian community to us first. A community of justice that would not only light the way, but 
salt the earth effecting kingdom alignment, healing and change in all of creation.

conversation



we are not being invited into supporting programs, playing at 
church and funding institutionalized religion :: we are “called out” 
by Jesus into His radical community, a new social order - the 
church - that the very gates of hell itself cannot prevail against. 
we are to step out of our “panelled house existence” into His 
kingdom community, discovering together who Jesus is calling 
us to be in our city - our nation - and this world. 

conversationecclesia



conversation
how andwhen to answer; more than  

what to say



conversation
how andwhen to answer; more than  

what to say

I think it is a rule that people  
inevitably destroy that  
which they do not understand 

Wendell Berry



conversation
how andwhen to answer; more than  

what to say

full of grace :: seasoned with salt



conversation
how andwhen to answer; more than  

what to say

“The many call salt charitas (χαριτας), graces, 
because, mingled with most things, it makes 
them agreeable and pleasant to taste.”

Plutarch - Greek historian, biographer, and essayist - AD 46-120 



conversation
how andwhen to answer; more than  

what to say

seasoned is literally to be prepared



conversation

::meekness - the ability to show restraint

how andwhen to answer; more than  
what to say



the meaning of “prautes” is not readily expressed in English, for the terms 
meekness, mildness, commonly used, suggest weakness and pusillanimity 

to a greater or lesser extent, whereas “prautes” does nothing of the kind. 
Nevertheless, it is difficult to find a rendering less open to objection than 

‘meekness’; ‘gentleness’ has been suggested, but as ‘prautes’ describes a 
condition of mind and heart, and as ‘gentleness’ is appropriate rather to 

actions, this word is no better than that used in both English Versions.

It must be clearly understood, therefore, that the meekness manifested by 
the Lord and commended to the believer is the fruit of power. The common 

assumption is that when a person is meek it is because they can’t help 
themselves; but the Lord was ‘meek’ because he has the infinite power of 
God at his command. Described negatively, meekness is the opposite to 

self-assertiveness and self-interest; it is equanimity of spirit that is neither 
elated nor cast down, simply because it is not occupied with self at all.



conversation
how to answer; more than  

what to say
::meekness - the ability to show restraint
::gentleness - come “alongside” not “at”



conversation
how to answer; more than  

what to say
::meekness - the ability to show restraint
::gentleness - come “alongside” not “at”
::listening - give voice to the margins



conversation
how to answer; more than  

what to say
::meekness - the ability to show restraint
::gentleness - come “alongside” not “at”
::listening - give voice to the margins
::carry authority - don’t leverage power



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

We see the poor and marginalized in the centre of 
Christian community, not relegated to targeting, outreach, 
or tokenism, the key question being “are you willing to 
welcome?” not “how many food hampers did you 
deliver?” 
We welcome each voice, life perspective, and insight, no 
matter how vulnerable or weak, into the heart of 
communal discourse as we all wrestle with our idolatry, 
addictions, vices, and brokenness discovering hope and 
freedom in Christ.  
We are all at some level beggars simply helping each 
other find bread. 
 



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

We value leadership that “walks with a limp.” Wisdom 
gleaned from experience, vulnerability, truth telling [i.e. 
the capacity to say “sorry” as much as lead 
unapologetically], and a servant hood that invites co-
creation are seen as hallmarks of healthy oversight.  
This cultivation allows us to restore gently, lead 
compassionately, and not need to be the centre of 
attention.  
We recognize things are “caught as much as taught” and 
that  Godly character supersedes gifting for ones “whisper 
is a shout.” 
 



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

We are suspect of hierarchy, yet willingly embrace 
catalytic leadership that never graduates from servant 
hood and the desire to equip and release others, opening 
a generous space where “everyone gets to play.” 
 



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

As kingdom people we are prophetic in nature, a sign post 
of God’s activity in our world as we embody the message 
of the kingdom come. We pledge allegiance to Jesus 
above all systems, governments and powers. 
Listening is key more than speaking and integrity of action 
is critical as much as declaration. 
In the cultivating of this prophetic ethos we acknowledge 
that the presence, empowering and voice of the Holy Spirit 
comes like a rain, not like water from a single spout. He 
speaks to the church, through the church and through the 
church to the world.  
All voices can resonate with His. Discernment is 
communal. 



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

Our vision, missional engagement and liturgical 
expressions are based in response to Gods leading, not 
our initiation, meekness not the leveraging of power, 
compassion not institution, relationships not methods. 
 
 



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

Our vision, missional engagement and liturgical 
expressions must be shaped, led, empowered, and 
sustained by the Holy Spirit as we posture in prayer 
crying, “come Holy Spirit.” 
  
 
 
 



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

The triune God is Creator. The creation, both heaven and 
earth, are in process of being made new aching for the 
return of Jesus and the liberation of all Gods children, the 
final healing of the created order. We embrace an 
audacious faith, daring to believe this new creation is 
breaking in all around us, reconciling and redeeming all 
things. Therefore, we see creation care, the healing of 
mind, soul, body and spirit  - both the miraculous and the 
misericordia – at the core of the good news of the gospel 
of the kingdom.  
 
  
 
 
 



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

We are a people of presence, expectant in worship, 
aware of both the “in us” and “with us” resident and 
manifest, empowering and sending, ubiquity of God. 
From dwelling in His presence, we become His presence 
in the world. Incarnating a new social order, we challenge 
the powers and systems of the age, embrace the Sermon 
on the Mount and the Beatitudes as a way of life, and 
engage in the hard justice work of the in-breaking gospel 
of the kingdom of heaven.  
Doing what we see the Father doing. 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

Our hands are open - our posture is to wait. Our default is 
generosity with all our resources, relationships and 
structures. This is the Fathers House, Jesus is our centre, 
and we submit to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Our end 
game is obedience not sacrifice. Risk is how we spell 
faith. The spirit of invitation is our guide. We give our best 
away. 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 



Vineyard Canada Resonance 

We believe that the incarnation of Jesus, His life on earth 
and His subsequent crucifixion and resurrection really 
mean something. He is the way, all the way to the cross. 
His journey and vocation lead us deeper into what it 
means to be fully human, here, on earth. Receiving the 
dunamis of His resurrection and walking in Spirit filled 
communion, we remain naturally supernatural. 
Our faith is cultivated in the soil of real life experience, 
and expressed via art, innovation, entrepreneurship, 
husbandry and stewardship of the planet.  
We share. The wounds of one are the wounds of all. A 
win for one is a win for all.  We come together because 
we can’t make it alone. 
 



Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open 
a door for our message, so that we may proclaim 
the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 
Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be 
wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make 
the most of every opportunity. Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone.


Colossians 4:2-6




Come to the 
table 



together: 
While they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to to his disciples, 
saying, "Take and eat, this is my body."  
Then he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
"Drink from it, all of you. 



This is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  I tell you, I will not 
drink from this fruit of the vine from now 
on until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father's kingdom." 

Matthew 20:26-29 (NIV)



Prayers of the people: 

Petition 

Thankfulness 
Supplication

Confession



Celebrant: 
Together let us proclaim the mystery of 
our faith. 

All: 
Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again 



Celebrant:  
Christ our Passover Lamb is sacrificed 
for us. 

All: 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. 



Come to the 
table 


