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1 John 2:18-24

18 Children, it is the last hour! As you have heard that 
antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. From 
this we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, 
but they did not belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, 
they would have remained with us. But by going out they 
made it plain that none of them belongs to us. 20 But you have 
been anointed by the Holy One, and all of you have 
knowledge.



1 John 2:18-24

21 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but 
because you know it, and you know that no lie comes from 
the truth. 22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus 
is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the 
Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the 
Father; everyone who confesses the Son has the Father also.
24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what 
you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you will 
abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he has 
promised us, eternal life. 



Difficult to 
Explain

• It’s all about an “anointing” 
that leads us into truth
• Jesus is called “Christ”, a title 

that means “Anointed One”
• This passage refers to many 

antichrists, that is, many anti-
anointed ones



Possible Understanding of the Trinity

It extends 
to us!



Ambrose of Milan
Just as the Father is the 
fount of life, so too, there 
are many who have stated 
that the Son is designated as 
the fount of life. It is said, for 
example that with you, 
Almighty God, your Son is 
the fount of life, that is, the 
fount of the Holy Spirit (The 
Holy Spirit 1:15:152 [A.D. 
381]).



Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
Ethics

There were two trees in the 
garden:

Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil → autonomy, separation

Tree of Life → union with 
God, connection



John 15:23-24

23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done 
among them the works that no one else did, they would not 
have sin. But now they have seen and hated both me and my 
Father.



Marcus Borg

•What does it mean to imitate 
God?
• “Be holy as I am holy” or “Be 

compassionate as your 
heavenly Father is 
compassionate”?



The anointing leads us to . . .

• See God’s Image in all people
• Turn away from groups and societies that are built on 

“purity” ideals, where some people are considered better 
than others
• Turn toward compassion, empathy, care, justice, love, 

forgiveness, service



Two pieces of film

• Karen Armstrong: 2008 TED Prize, Charter for Compassion
• Eddie Glaude, Jr.: When My Son was Harassed by Police


