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Who are the true believers in God?

• Those who say they “believe” in God?
• Those who live as though they do?
• Perhaps it is the ones who stay connected to God through 

the flow of His Spirit in such a way that they consistently 
demonstrate compassion toward others



Last week’s 
passage
(1 John 
2:18-25)

• It’s all about an “anointing” 
that leads us into truth
• Jesus is called “Christ”, a title 

that means “Anointed One”
• The passage refers to many 

antichrists, that is, many anti-
anointed ones



Possible Understanding of the Trinity

It extends 
to us!



Ambrose of Milan
Just as the Father is the 
fount of life, so too, there 
are many who have stated 
that the Son is designated as 
the fount of life. It is said, for 
example that with you, 
Almighty God, your Son is 
the fount of life, that is, the 
fount of the Holy Spirit (The 
Holy Spirit 1:15:152 [A.D. 
381]).



Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
Ethics

There were two trees in the 
garden:

Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil → autonomy, separation

Tree of Life → union with 
God, connection



1 John 2:26-28

26 I write these things to you concerning those who would 
deceive you. 27 As for you, the anointing that you received 
from him abides in you, and so you do not need anyone to 
teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things, 
and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, abide 
in him. 28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when 
he is revealed we may have confidence and not be put to 
shame before him at his coming. 



Principle

If you know that he is righteous, you 
may be sure that everyone who does 
right has been born of him. 
(1 John 2:29)



Ethics of the Sages, Pirke Avot

If your concern for others exceeds your desire for wisdom, 
your wisdom will endure; if your desire for wisdom exceeds 
your concern for others, your wisdom will not endure.

(and it is the same with kindness)

Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa



And these words of Jesus

If your eye is (haplus—clear, single, simple, 
without folds, without double or hidden 
agenda), your whole body will be full of light

(Matthew 6:23).

Or, should it read, as some Hebrew scholars 
believe: “Good” as in generous?



Karen Armstrong

2008 TED Prize: 
Charter for 
Compassion
(Minutes: 2:40-6:00)



Questions

• Has there ever been a time in your life when you were 
conscious of an internal impulse that might have been the 
anointing of compassion as I’ve spoken about it here?
•What was that like? What did it want you to do?
• Did you follow this impulse?
•What did you learn?


