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Or, perhaps . . . Helpful Heresies, Part 3



Chapter 2 speaks of Anointing

• Jesus, the Christ, is the “Anointed One”
• There are many antichrists, i.e., ones fighting or rejecting the 

anointing that flows from God, connecting us with others, 
leading to works of compassion
• But the followers of Jesus have accepted this flow into their 

lives and are trying to live in union with it



Possible Understanding of the Trinity

It extends 
to us!



Remember the last verse of 
our last passage

If you know that he is righteous, you may be 
sure that everyone who does right has been 
born of him (1 John 2:29)

“Born” comes from the verb gennao and 
has the idea of  “generate”, “come into 
being”, “derive from a source.” This is the 
idea that leads into today’s passage



1 John 3:1-3

1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason 
the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 
has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when 
he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he 
is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just 
as he is pure.



We are children of God

• In a sense, we all are
• However, this is especially true if you are staying connected 

to the flow of compassion that comes from the Father, 
through Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, and continues in us if 
we let it
• Think for a moment about what it is not . . .



But what of the next part?

“When he is revealed, we will be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is.”

•We don’t do it perfectly now
• There is a promise for the future
• Also, a possible reading is “if” (there can be a lot of 

revealings!)



Wendell Berry



Wendell Berry

I imagine the dead waking, dazed, into a shadowless light in 
which they know themselves altogether for the first time. It is 
a light that is merciless until they can accept its mercy; by it 
they are at once condemned and redeemed. It is Hell until it is 
Heaven. Seeing themselves in that light, if they are willing, 
they see how far they have failed the only justice of loving one 
another; it punishes them by their own judgment.



Wendell Berry

And yet, in suffering that light's awful clarity, in seeing 
themselves in it, they see its forgiveness and its beauty, and 
are consoled. In it they are loved completely, even as they 
have been, and so are changed into what they could not have 
been but what, if they could have imagined it, they would 
have wished to be.



Father Ronald Rolheiser

Becoming like Jesus is as much about 
having a relaxed and joyful heart as it 
is about believing and doing the right 
thing, as much about proper energy as 
about proper truth.



Ronald Rolheiser

The incarnation began with Jesus and it has never stopped . . . 
God takes on flesh so that every home becomes a church, 
every child becomes the Christ-child, and all food and drink 
becomes a sacrament. God’s many faces are now everywhere, 
in flesh, tempered and turned down, so that our human eyes 
can see him.



Father Rolheiser on the Berry 
quote . . .

As well, as Therese of Lisieux implies, the 
punishment for our sin is in the embrace 
itself. Final judgment takes place by being 
unconditionally embraced by Love. When 
that happens to the extent that we’re sinful 
and selfish that embrace of pure goodness 
and love will make us painfully aware of our 
own sin and that will be hell until it is 
heaven.



And what of the last part?

“And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 
he is pure.”

• Give it your best shot!
• Do your best to stick to the internal sense of anointing that 

flows from God and connects you to others through empathy 
and acts of compassion
• This will purify more than discipline or duty or study or any 

other good thing


