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Something old, 
something new . . .

7 Beloved, I am not writing a new 
commandment to you, but an old 
commandment which you have had 
from the beginning; the old 
commandment is the word which you 
have heard.
8 On the other hand, I am writing a 
new commandment to you, which is 
true in Him and in you, because the 
darkness is passing away and the true 
Light is already shining 

(1 John 2:7-8)



Principle 

So we need courage to break 
through unbelief and bring in the 
true new thing that God would like 
to do, and we need discernment to 
know which parts of our past way 
of doing things get to come along 
on the journey



What Should 
We Retain?

• Content 
•Wisdom
•Moods
• Things that are helpful or beautiful
• Remembrance of past mistakes



Leonard Sweet, 
AquaChurch

“Repeat 
without 

Repetition”

• Trust: when you find a tradition, realize that it 
only became one because it answered the cry 
of human hearts in its day
• Transplant: the familiar needs to be given "new 

meaning and power" in a new cultural context 
(it needs to be transformed without losing its 
essence)
• Turbocharge: don't just speak about it; bring it 

back in a way "that fastens it on the memory 
and imagination" (this speaks of the 
importance of both art and participation)



Some Examples

• Older forms of music (Taizé Community)
• Older songs given new melodies
• Call to positive social action instead of “finger wagging” at 

surrounding culture
• Creating welcoming communities that have a brilliant quality 

of life
• Reconsidering the importance of “beauty” 



Sant’ Apollinare in Classe (Ravenna)







Matthew 17:1-8

Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John 
his brother, and led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before them; and His 
face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as 
light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 
talking with Him.4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to 
be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one 
for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”



Matthew 17: 1-8

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My 
beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to 
Him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down to 
the ground and were terrified. 7 And Jesus came to them and 
touched them and said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.” 8 And 
lifting up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself 
alone.



Helpful video presentation

https://smarthistory.org/santapollinare-in-classe-ravenna-
italy/
Ravenna was the capital city of the western Roman empire 
from 402 to 476, and later from 540 to 751 A.D.
Side panels: (right) Abraham, Isaac, and Melchizedek by an 
altar; (left) Byzantine Emperor, Constantine IV, granting 
privileges to the archbishop of Ravenna
Follow the red thread . . .

https://smarthistory.org/santapollinare-in-classe-ravenna-italy/




Story of Rahab

They went on to give her a sign, telling her she was to hang 
out a scarlet cord from her house—thereby typifying the 
redemption which all who put their trust and hope in God 
shall find, through the blood of the Lord. (Notice, dear friends, 
how in this woman there was not only faith, but prophecy 
also.)

from “The First Epistle of Clement of Rome to 
the Corinthians”, c. 96 A.D.


