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Last couple of weeks

•Mark: the need to bruise injustice till it gives way
• Peter: the need to fight for joy

This week, thoughts regarding “renovations”



2 Corinthians 4:7-10 (NRSV)

7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made 
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does 
not come from us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always 
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.



2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NRSV)

16 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is 
wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by 
day. 17 For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for 
an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18 because we 
look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for 
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is 
eternal.
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Surprise . . .

• I always see the good when I’m looking at the renovations 
that someone is doing on their house
• “I love what you’ve done with it!”
• I need to learn to say this to my own soul!











2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (The Message)

16-18 So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the 
outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, on the 
inside, where God is making new life, not a day goes by 
without his unfolding grace. These hard times are small 
potatoes compared to the coming good times, the lavish 
celebration prepared for us. There’s far more here than meets 
the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone 
tomorrow. But the things we can’t see now will last forever.


