
Holy Beauty
Peter Fitch, St. Croix Church

Sunday, January 3, 2021



Psalm 29:2 (NKJV)

Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name;
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

1 Chronicles 16:29 (NKJV)

Give to the Lord the glory due His name; 
Bring an offering, and come before Him. Oh, 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!



Isaiah 6:3 (NRSV) 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”

Isaiah 11:9 (NRSV)

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.



Colossians 3:12

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.



Holiness

• Originally has the idea of “other”, “separate”, “different”
• Grew into a word with religious connotations: “set apart for 

God”, “sacred”



Ezekiel 22:26-27 (NASB 1995)

26 Her priests have done violence to My law and 
have profaned My holy things; they have made no distinction 
between the holy and the profane, and they have not taught 
the difference between the unclean and the clean; and they 
hide their eyes from My sabbaths, and I am profaned among 
them. 27 Her princes within her are like wolves tearing the 
prey, by shedding blood and destroying lives in order to 
get dishonest gain.



Holy Profane

(Mistake)

Sacred Secular



Philippians 2

“Have this attitude in yourselves . . .”

Emptying is a direction



Beauty of Holiness?

•What if the original meaning is closer to the truth?
•What if “set apart” meant something akin to “notice”, “see”,
“pay attention to”



Martin Buber (1878-1965)



Egos and Persons

Egos appear by setting themselves apart from other 
egos. Persons appear by entering into relations with 
other persons.



Action changes our way of being

“All response binds the You into the It world. That is the 
melancholy of man, and that is his greatness” (Buber)

Meaning: actualization happens as we step out to do 
something, not as we seek abstractions (even God)

We find God not by religious pursuits alone, but by stepping 
into the real world needs of others



Not a Feeling! 

Love is a cosmic force. For those who stand in it and behold in 
it, men emerge from their entanglement in busy-ness; and the 
good and the evil, the clever and the foolish, the beautiful and 
the ugly, one after another become actual and a You for them; 
that is, liberated, emerging into a unique confrontation. 
Exclusiveness comes into being miraculously again and 
again—and now one can act, help, heal, educate, raise, 
redeem. Love is responsibility of an I for a You . . .


