
Recalling 
Mark’s talk:



Prayer as 
Protest

Walter, Walter & Walter team up to 
meet Mark’s challenge



Walter Wink
History belongs to the intercessors 
who believe the future into being.



Walter Wink – from The Powers that Be

• Intercessory prayer is spiritual defiance of what is in the 
way of what God has promised. Intercession visualizes 
an alternative future to the one apparently fated by the 
momentum of current forces. Prayer infuses the air of a 
time yet to be into the suffocating atmosphere of the 
present. History belongs to the intercessors who believe 
the future into being.



Walter Wink – from The Powers that Be

• Even a small number of people, firmly committed to the 
new inevitability on which they have fixed their 
imaginations, can decisively affect the shape the future 
takes. These shapers of the future are the intercessors, 
who call out of the future the longed-for new present.



Walter Brueggemann
• “The prophet engages in futuring fantasy. The 

prophet does not ask if the vision can be 
implemented, for questions of implementation are 
of no consequence until the vision can be 
imagined. The imagination must come before the 
implementation. Our culture is competent to 
implement almost anything and to imagine almost 
nothing. The same royal consciousness that make 
it possible to implement anything and everything 
is the one that shrinks imagination because 
imagination is a danger. Thus, every totalitarian 
regime is frightened of the artist. It is the vocation 
of the prophet to keep alive the ministry of 
imagination, to keep on conjuring and proposing 
futures alternative to the single one the king 
wants to urge as the only thinkable one.” 

– The Prophetic Imagination



Imagination and Belief

Imagination + 
Motivation = 
Beginning of 

Belief

Imagination + 
Engagement = 
Deepening of 

Belief



Sometimes…

“…our legs uttered songs . . . I felt my legs 
were praying” – Abraham Heschel 

“I think Abraham Joshua Heschel, the rabbi 
who said when he marched with Dr. King he 
felt like his legs were praying, I think he and 
Dr. King are smiling in this moment and we 
hope to make them proud,” - Warnock



Prayer = Imagination/Art = Protest/Action = Hopeful Belief 


