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Back to 1 John 
(Ch. 4:1-6)



1 John 4:1-6



Historical Situations

• Docetism . . . One of the earliest “heresies” that emerged in 
the Christian age
• The writer of John seems intent on defeating this particular 

idea
• Today we have a different issue . . . American Evangelicalism 

seems very different than historic Christianity, yet it claims to 
be the real thing



Hymn for the 
81% (Daniel 
Deitrich)



Recent examples

• Prophet Jeremiah Johnson apologizes for false prophecy 
after conceding that Biden, not Trump, won the election (this 
led to multiple death threats, curses, cries of “Traitor to the 
Holy Spirit” from “well-meaning” Christians . . .)
• Franklin Graham said that the 10 Republicans that voted for 

Trump’s second impeachment should be ashamed for their 
lack of loyalty in so quickly turning away from their 
wonderful president



Salmon Rushdie

“The purpose of a lie is to conceal the 
truth; the purpose of fiction is to 
reveal the truth.”



Are there tests in our passage?

• By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God (v. 2)
• Our situation is different and the path to discernment is 

based on different things
• However, there is a similarity . . . For John, it’s all about 

whether or not the Gospel and its depiction of Jesus is real
• Did Jesus really live on earth or was it all an illusion?



Jesus said something close to this . . .

15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know 
them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from 
thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good 
tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know 
them by their fruits (Matthew 7:15-20)



Captured 
by 
illusion



We are not smarter . . .

Suddenly, it all 
came clear: the 
difference 
between a 
leader and an 
anti-leader



Leaders and Anti-Leaders Chart


