
The Test of 
Love

Peter Fitch, St. Croix Church

Sunday, January 24, 2021



Last Week: Truth or Fiction
•Method of 

Discernment: 
Truth, Reality and 
Fruit
• This week: The 

fruit is described 
. . . It’s love



1 John 
4:7-14

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from 
God; and everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does 
not know God, for God is love. 9 By this the love of 
God was manifested in us, that God has sent 
His only begotten Son into the world so that we 
might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.



1 John 
4:7-14

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 12 No one has seen God 
at any time; if we love one another, God 
abides in us, and His love is perfected in 
us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him 
and He in us, because He has given us of His 
Spirit. 14 We have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of 
the world.



So what does love look like?
It comes to where we are.

• Love is willing to sacrifice
• Love deals with things; it 

doesn’t gloss things over
• Love reveals what God is 

like (it’s not abstract but 
exists in between us as we 
love each other)
• Love comforts our hearts
• Love gets us in touch with 

the Spirit of God (the 
wind)
• Love rescues us from all 

that is being wasted



To apply these tests . . . We look for Truth, 
Reality, Fruit, and Evidence of Love

• In recent political struggles, it 
seems clear that people have 
done things that involved very 
little truth 
• Reality is not “spin”; it’s based 

on evidence
• Fruit has been ghastly
• Evidence of love is in short 

supply



But love is a test in 
another way, too

• If we were ever thinking that 
only Christians would be in 
heaven, or anything like that, 
this passage makes it clear 
that this is not true
• God is love and where love is 

God is . . . “everyone who 
loves is born of God and 
knows God” (v. 7)



Made for Goodness: And Why 
This Makes All the Difference
Desmond and Mpho Tutu

• p. 28-31 
Grandmothers
• p. 15-17

Principle


