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1 John 4:15-21
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him, and he in God.16 We have come to 
know and have believed the love which God has for 
us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides 
in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this, love is 
perfected with us, so that we may have confidence 
in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we 
in this world.



1 John 4:15-21
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 
because fear involves punishment, and the one who 
fears is not perfected in love. 19 We love, because He 
first loved us. 20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates 
his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom 
he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have 
from Him, that the one who loves God should love his 
brother also.



“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him, and he in God” (v. 15)

“Son of God” originally a human term but I don’t 
think this author is using it that way



Here’s a different lens . . .

Dr. Elaine Pagels, Professor of Religion, Princeton University



Famous books
1979 2003 2018



Nag Hammadi 
Texts

• Discovery (1945), 6 foot jar, 
Muhammad Ali Al-Samman
• Bishop Athanasius’ Festal Letter, 

Easter, A.D. 367
• 52 volumes in 13 papyrus codices 

(codex the precursor to modern 
books)
• Includes Gospel of Thomas, Gospel 

of Truth, Gospel of Philip, The Acts 
of Peter and the Twelve Apostles, 
The Apocalypse of Paul, The Sophia 
of Jesus Christ, etc.  



Have we been 
missing 
something?



Big Questions

• The Nag Hammadi texts show us that 
there were other early forms of 
Christianity than the one dominant 
interpretation that won the day
•Was this the providential care of God 

or a “one ring to rule them all” 
approach?



Elaine Pagels, Beyond Belief: 
The Secret Gospel of Thomas

•Was the Gospel of John written to 
counteract The Gospel of Thomas?
•Was Jesus God or was he a Jewish 

teacher who showed us all how to 
listen to God as he did?
• Did the Church suppress an original 

understanding of the motherhood of 
God?



My own opinion
• Good to acknowledge original diversity
• Good to have questions
• Times in my life when I’ve experienced divine leading the 

most easily have been when I’ve been thinking of Jesus in 
divine terms
• Times when I’ve focused on the humanity of Jesus have 

helped me to be more concerned about justice and caring 
for others



“We have come to know and have believed the love which 
God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him” (v. 16)

Something about the way we look at Jesus seems to help us 
believe that we are loved—this may be the most important 
thing. As our soul is secured, it makes it easer to welcome 
others and care for their needs



“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 
because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is 
not perfected in love” (v. 18)

Some groups have seen this as meaning that there are two 
basic energies: love and fear

Our relationship with God through faith gives us a beautiful 
access to love, healing our fear-motivated behaviours



1 John 4:19-21 Love focuses outward

19 We love, because He first loved us. 20 If someone says, 
“I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the 
one who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him, that 
the one who loves God should love his brother also.


