
1 John: The End
Peter Fitch, St. Croix Church
Sunday, February 14, 2021



1 John 
5:13-21 
(NRSV)



1 John 
5:13-21
(NRSV)



Qualities of 
this kind of 
life

• The letter’s purpose: so that we will 
believe in the name of the Son of 
God
• The result of this belief:
• Knowing that we have eternal 

life
• Knowing that our requests are 

heard when we ask according to 
God’s will
• Knowing that these requests will 

be answered



However, there are limitations . . .

“If you see your brother or sister committing what is not a 
mortal sin (lit. not to death), you will ask, and God will give life 
to such a one—to those whose sin is not mortal. There is sin 
that is mortal; I do not say that you should pray about that” 
(v. 16).

What on earth is this about?!?



Various 
Interpretations

• NRSV says “mortal sin” but all 3 times it 
literally says, “sin leading to death”
• Is this physical death, as in punishment 

for something? 
• Is it Spiritual death? The anti-Christ 

ones?
• William Barclay differentiates between 

those who are overcome by a 
compulsion and those who gradually 
harden their hearts to the place where 
they enjoy without remorse the thing 
that they used to be ashamed of—see p. 
120 in Daily Study Bible, The Letters of 
John and Jude



But there 
are also 

some 
promises



Promises
• A covering of blindness has been replaced with a covering of 

protection from the seduction to fall back into the ways of the 
world
• We have entered a new environment—we are in Christ, and we 

hold on to His vision of life
• We don’t fall back into hierarchies of worth and power; we resist 

this temptation and, instead, we live a life of acceptance, welcome 
and love
• As we do so, we are filled with understanding that this is what God 

wanted all along and we can sense the life of God leading us and 
bringing beauty to life



Hold on!
“Little children, keep yourselves from idols” (v. 21)

• Our response matters
• God is offering a wonderful quality of life; don’t let go of 

God’s hands


