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Hildegard of 
Bingen
(1098-1179)



Incredible in so many ways

And yet, a person of her time



Vision at age 42



PROBLEM

God Is love . . .

(excerpt from 1 John 4:16)



Interesting idea from Ezekiel

4 Therefore speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord God, “Any man of the house of Israel who sets up his 
idols in his heart, puts right before his face the stumbling 
block of his iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I 
the Lord will be brought to give him an answer in the matter 
in view of the multitude of his idols, 5 in order to lay hold 
of the hearts of the house of Israel who are estranged from 
Me through all their idols”’ (Ezekiel 14:4-5 NASB1995)



Possible understanding

• Our idols could be seen as our ascending levels of value . . . 
perhaps we are only ever able to hear God through the filters 
we give? 
• Examples: extreme patriotism, material success, belief in 

violence to accomplish goodness, etc.
• And medieval theological beliefs
• If so, the clearest revelation would come to those who had 

managed to understand and disarm their idols



Tao Te Ching 
(Lao Tzu, c.6th c. B.C.E.)
The tao that can be told is not the Eternal Tao.
The name that can be named is not the 
eternal Name.
The unnameable is the eternally real.
Naming is the origin of all particular things.
Free from desire, you realize the mystery. 
Caught in desire, you see only the 
manifestations . . .



Jesus

“Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God” 

(Matthew 5:8 NRSV) 



Crucifix of San Damiano

St. Francis heard, “Go and 
repair My house, which as you 
see is falling completely into 
ruin”



Purity of Heart



The Journey

Simplistic

Complicated

Simple



Frederick Douglass

(c.1817-1895)

Amend: The Fight for 
America





Emmanuel Levinas 
(1906-1995)

“To know God means to 
know what has to be 
done.” 


