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Palm Sunday: Two 
Processions

• Jesus on a donkey
• Roman Governor on a war 

horse



Jesus is leading a peace movement

•Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan have pointed out 
that there were two parades on that day (one happened on 
all major festivals and provided a show of strength as the 
governor marched up from his home on the coast with an 
army to keep things in line)
• Scripture and life often present a “royal discourse” and an 

“alternate discourse”; one is about power and the other is 
about a humble and creative engagement with the world



What is God Like? The people cry, “We bless you in the 
name of the Lord” from Psalm 118



Mark 1:40-45

40 And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his 
knees before Him, and saying, “If You are willing, You can 
make me clean.” 41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched 
out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am willing; 
be cleansed.” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was 
cleansed. 43 And He sternly warned him and immediately sent 
him away,



Mark 1: 40-45

44 and He said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; 
but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing 
what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” 45 But he 
went out and began to proclaim it freely and to spread the 
news around, to such an extent that Jesus could no longer 
publicly enter a city, but stayed out in unpopulated areas; 
and they were coming to Him from everywhere.



Conflicting Views of God
• One who is not really willing; One who is
• One who loves only the ones who love Him; One who loves 

as Jesus taught us
• One who destroys people in floods or end-time dramas; One 

who says “Her gates will never be shut”
• One who brings suffering into your life to improve you; One 

who works with the difficulties that come to bring rescue
• One who thinks men are more important than women; One 

who is smarter than that



Story of Brother 
Masseo
From The Little Flowers of St. 
Francis (p. 119, Ch. 32)



What if it was 
you? Your story?

• Have there been ideas 
in your head that have 
kept you from 
rejoicing?
•What if they are as 

false as Brother 
Masseo’s concepts?


