
You are the Treasure



St. Macrina the Younger 
( ͗ ơͣ - ͗ ͣ ǝAD) 

—Theologian to the Theologians“



Saint Macrina, The Teacher



We come from Love…

and to Love we will return.



“What we hope for is nothing other than 
what was at first.” 

-St. Macrina, On the Soul and the Resurrection



At the center of our being is a point of nothingness which is untouched 
by sin and by illusion, a point of pure truth, a point or spark which 
belongs entirely to God, which is never at our disposal, from which God 
disposes of our lives, which is inaccessible to the fantasies of our own 
mind or the brutalities of our own will. This little point of nothingness 
and of absolute poverty is the pure glory of God in us. It is so to speak 
His name written in us, as our poverty, as our indigence, as our 
dependence, as our sonship. It is like a pure diamond, blazing with the 
invisible light of heaven.

Thomas Merton, Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander.



“Often in a small fragment of glass, when it happens to 
lie in the sunlight, the whole circle of the sun is seen, not 

appearing in it according to its own size, but as the 
smallness of the fragment allows the reflection of the 

sun’s circle. In the same way the smallness of our nature 
reflects the image of those ineffable properties of 

divinity.”



Many poets are not poets for the same reason that many religious men are not saints: they 
never succeed at being themselves. They never get around to being the particular poet or 
the particular monk they are intended to be by God. They never become the man or the 
artist who is called for by all the circumstances of their individual lives. 

They waste their years in vain efforts to be some other poet, some other saint. For many 
absurd reasons, they are convinced that they are obliged to become somebody else who 
died two hundred years ago and who lived in circumstances utterly alien to their own…

In great saints you find that perfect humility and perfect integrity coincide. The two turn out 
to be practically the same thing… humility consists in being precisely the person you actually 
are before God, and since no two people are alike, if you have the humility to be yourself 
you will not be like anyone else in the whole universe.  

Thomas Merton, New Seeds of Contemplation, 98-99. 



The kingdom of heaven is like a [very precious] 
treasure hidden in a field; which a person 

found and hid again,
and from joy over it goes out and sells 

everything they have and buys that field. 

Matthew 13:44



And it turns out…

you are the treasure. 



“It is not only human nature that is saved by the 
divine mercy, but above all the human person. 
The object of salvation is that which is unique, 
irreplaceable, incommunicable – that which is 

myself alone. This true inner self must be drawn 
up like a jewel from the bottom of the sea.” 

Thomas Merton, New Seeds of Contemplation



You are the Treasure


