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Kenosis: (greek) meaning, “emptying” 
or “to empty” 

Philippians 2:7 “But Christ emptied 
himself, becoming human.” 



In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God something 

to be used to his own advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing 

by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-

even death on a cross.

-Philippians 2:5-8



One of the things we come to see 
through kenotic theology is that the 
nature of Love (the nature of God) is 

to empty itself of privilege and the 
exploitation of privilege for self gain.   



Through Christ we see that God is not separate from 
humanity, rather, God literally becomes One of us. As we 

consider the gravity of this, its important to remember 
that the nature of God was not changed in the 

incarnation, the nature of God was revealed. The 
annunciation of God’s arrival in the womb of Mary 

stands as a proclamation of the Divine’s all-loving, self-
giving, unshakeable solidarity with humankind. Jesus is 

a revelation, not just of who God is, but of what God 
isn’t. If Christ sets aside the form of majesty and the use 
of privilege without the loss of deity, might we conclude 

that the majesty and privilege we ascribed to God is 
false? We see no exploitation of power in



Christ because Christ is God, and God is Love, and 
Love is kenotic.97 Could it be that The Great Emptying 
is the act of God stripping off all our false assumptions 

and projections of who and what God is? 
God arrives in human form that we might see the true 

nature of Love. In so doing, God removes every 
obstacle, and every potential separation before 

perceived by us. Not only that, but Jesus enters the 
world through the womb of a marginalized woman and 
offers us a clue, perhaps, that this is always where God 

will be – tending to the margins of society as a 
doulos/doula (bondservant) to all humanity.



In the story of Christianity, I 
can’t help but identify Jesus as a 

first wave feminist. 



The truth is, Christian teachings are largely responsible 
for creating the beliefs that made the rise of feminism 

necessary. As we’ll soon see, from Genesis, to Solomon, to 
Paul; to the Saints and Church Fathers such as St. 

Clement of Alexandria, St. Albertus Magnus, Tertullian, 
St. Augustine, Martin Luther, and John Calvin; to the 
popular themes throughout the Great Awakening’s in 

America; and finally to modern mega church pastors and 
televangelists such as Franklin Graham, Pat Robertson, 
and Mark Driscoll – Christian leaders and theologians 

have long contributed to not just the oppression of 
women, but to a culture of shame, blame and hatred 

imposed upon women throughout history. 



It’s time to take a closer look at anti-feminist teachings 
embedded in Christianity. 



The Shame of Genesis & The Impact of an Origin Story 

• Within Christianity, we see the creation account of Adam and Eve provide the 
biblical bedrock for an anti-feminist lens. 

• In this account, Eve/Woman is created out of Adam/Man, when God/Creator 
puts Adam to sleep and takes a rib from his body to form Eve. 

• God calls Eve Adams help-mate.

• Eve is then blamed for the fall, when she encounters the serpent and eats the 
fruit God forbade Adam and Eve to eat, and then shares it with Adam. As a 
punishment, it is said that Eve/Woman will experience pain in childbirth, and 
that Adam/Man will rule over her.



“Of the woman came the beginning of sin, and through her we all die." 

“A gift from the Lord is a silent wife, and nothing is so precious as her 
self-discipline. Charm upon charm is a wife with a sense of shame, and 

nothing is more valuable than her bound-up mouth.” 

-Sirach, Ecclesiasticus 26, KJV, Apocrypha



Paul The Apostle 

A woman should learn in quietness and full 
submission.  I do not permit a woman to 

teach or to assume authority over a man; she 
must be quiet. For Adam was formed first, 

then Eve.  And Adam was not the one 
deceived; it was the woman who was 

deceived and became a sinner.  But women 
will be saved through childbearing—if they 

continue in faith, love and holiness with 
propriety.

1 Timothy 2:11-15



"[For women] the very consciousness 
of their own nature must evoke feelings 
of shame." 

—Saint Clement of Alexandria, 
Christian theologian (c150-215) 
Pedagogues II, 33, 2



Tertullian 
155-245AD

“And do you not know that you are (each) an 
Eve? The sentence of God on this sex of yours 

lives in this age: the guilt must of necessity live 
too. You are the devil’s gateway: you are the 

unsealer of that (forbidden) tree: you are the first 
deserter of the divine law: you are she who 

persuaded him whom the devil was not valiant 
enough to attack. You destroyed so easily God’s 
image, man. On account of your desert – that is, 

death – even the Son of God had to die.”  



“Woman does not possess the image of God 
in herself but only when taken together with 
the male who is her head, so that the whole 
substance is one image. But when she is 
assigned the role as helpmate, a function 
that pertains to her alone, then she is not the 
image of God. But as far as the man is 
concerned, he is by himself alone the image 
of God just as fully and completely as when 
he and the woman are joined together into 
one.”

—Saint Augustine
Bishop of Hippo Regius
(354-430)



"Woman is a misbegotten man and has a faulty 
and defective nature in comparison to his. 
Therefore she is unsure in herself. What she 
cannot get, she seeks to obtain through lying and 
diabolical deceptions. And so, to put it briefly, one 
must be on one's guard with every woman, as if 
she were a poisonous snake and the horned devil. 
... Thus in evil and perverse doings woman is 
cleverer, that is, slyer, than man. Her feelings drive 
woman toward every evil, just as reason impels 
man toward all good.”

—Saint Albertus Magnus 
Dominican theologian, 13th century



“The word and works of God is quite clear, 
that women were made either to be wives or 
prostitutes.” 

“Men have broad and large chests, and small 
narrow hips, and more understanding than 
women, who have but small and narrow 
breasts, and broad hips, to the end they 
should remain at home, sit still, keep house, 
and bear and bring up children.”

“No gown worse becomes a woman than the 
desire to be wise.”

—Martin Luther
German Reformer (1483-1546)



"Thus the woman, who 
had perversely exceeded 
her proper bounds, is 
forced back to her own 
position... she is cast into 
servitude."

—John Calvin, 
French Reformer 
(1509-1564)



Jonathan Edwards: 1703-1758 John Wesley: 1703-1791

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” “Holiness Unto the Lord” 



When we look closely at these ideas 
that were taken from the bible and 
then echoed through early church 

theologians, it is not hard to see 
how we end up with the current 
trends in evangelicalism today.   





“Boys will echo what they hear, not 
what is necessarily true.”







“Women will be saved by 
going back to that role that 
God has chosen for them. 
Ladies, if the hair on the 
back of your neck is 
standing up it is because 
you are fighting your role in 
the Scripture.”

— Mark Driscoll

https://quotefancy.com/mark-driscoll-quotes


“Let me just give our listeners a head’s up. 
Whenever I use the term women pastors or 
women preachers go ahead and assume that I’m 
using air quotes there. The reason we’re 
dedicating an entire episode of our podcast to this 
issue is because when certain people within the 
church have chosen to complicate, convolute and 
confuse what is a clear teaching from scripture, in 
that, not unlike Eve and Adam in the garden of 
Eden, they refuse to submit to God’s clear 
command on this issue because in their sinful 
arrogance, if I may speak metaphorically, some of 
them are still trying to eat from that one tree that 
God has commanded them not to eat from.”

-Darrel Harrison



WHAT IS FEMINISM?



“I DO NOT WISH [WOMEN] TO 
HAVE POWER OVER MEN, 
BUT OVER THEMSELVES.” 

-Mary Wollstonecraft,  A  V i n d i c a t i on  
O f  T h e  R i g h t s  O f  W o m e n ,  1792



“At the core, feminism simply consists of the radical 
notion that women are people, too. Feminism only 

means we champion the dignity, rights, 
responsibilities, and glories of women as equal in 

importance – not greater than, but certainly not less 
than – to those of men, and we refuse 

discrimination against women.” 

-Sarah Bessey, Jesus Feminist, 2013
t    



4 WAVES
OF 

FEMINISM

Sources: Rampton, Martha. “Four Waves of Feminism.”  
https://www.pacificu.edu/magazine/four-waves-feminism 
https://prezi.com/y-7yj2swncq4/timeline-of-feminism/
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First-Wave 
Refers to the movements from the 19th – early 20th century

Main Focuses: 

• Commonly marked by the Seneca Falls Convention, “Declaration of 

the Rights of Woman” (1848)

• Advocated women’s suffrage and the 19th amendment (1916-1920)

• Legislated a woman’s right to have custody of her own children, 

control of her own income, and job opportunities  



SOJOURNER TRUTH: abolitionist, women’s 
rights activist, evangelist, author 

"Why children, if you have woman’s rights, give it to her 
and you will feel better. You will have your own rights, 

and they won’t be so much trouble." — Sojourner Truth
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Second-Wave 
Refers to the movement in the 1960’s

Main Focuses: 

• The Civil Rights Movement

• Advocated sexuality and reproductive rights

• Broadened feminism to include family rights, domestic violence, 
rape, and other issues of inequality  

• Pop-culture viewed as “sexist” (second wave feminists created their 
own pop culture)



BETTY FRIEDAN: feminist writer & activist
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Third-Wave
Refers to the movement in the 1980’s and 1990’s

Main Focuses: 

• The working woman

• Rejecting victimization

• Feminine beauty comes from being a subject, not an object

• Pro-choice: reproductive rights 



REBECCA WALKER :  writer ,  feminist ,  activist  

“I am not a post feminism feminist. I am the third wave.”



“I am ready to decide, as my mother 
decided before me, to devote much of 
my energy to the history, health, and 

healing of women. Each of my choices 
will have to hold to my feminist 

standard of justice. To be a feminist is 
to integrate an ideology of equality 
and female empowerment into the 

very fiber of my life. It is to search for 
personal clarity in the midst of 
systemic destruction, to join in 

sisterhood with women when often 
we are divided, to understand power 

structures with the intention of 
challenging them.”
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Fourth-Wave
Refers to the movement beginning around 2012

Main Focuses:

• Sexual harassment and rape culture (Me Too)

• Intersectionality “Women’s suppression can only fully be 
understood in the context of suppression of other groups and 
genders – feminism is part of a larger consciousness of oppression 
along with racism, classism, ableism, and sexual orientation.” 
(Rampton)



TARANA BURKE: 
activist, author, founder of the Me Too movement 



When one person 
says, 'Yeah, me, too,' 
it gives permission 
for others to open up. 

-Tarana Burke

Graphic by Kathryn O’Connor



Christian teachings are largely 
responsible for creating the beliefs 

that made the rise of feminism 
necessary. 



When we believe in a God who 
is violent and oppressive, it’s 

easier for us to justify, overlook, 
or participate in violence and 

oppression ourselves. 





While society has made steps toward equality throughout the centuries, the 
undercurrents of patriarchy are strong. Laws that protect women are good, 
but they do not absolve us of the core beliefs that created these conditions in 
the first place… Sadly, the church has perpetrated upon the devotion of its 
women through a patriarchal institution that has failed to fully renounce 
and eradicate the systemic oppression within it. While there’s always been 
streams of liberation flowing down through the ages of church history, the 
popularized view in the institutionalized church across every major 
tradition (i.e. catholic, protestant, orthodox) has maintained a view toward 
women that explicitly places them below men in terms of authority and 
equality, thus denying and degrading The Image of God within them.



The history of Christianity can be overwhelming to sift through. Many disparities 
continue to loom large in the church. But I still rely upon and return to the message of 
Christ as a path toward true restoration of all that’s been lost. For me, the kenosis of 
God; the self-emptying, self-giving, co-suffering Love displayed through the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus, offers the world an antidote for that which ails us. When I 
place my gaze on Christ, I begin to understand that evil cannot be overcome by evil, but 
it will be overcome by good. For Jesus-feminists today, it is imperative to recognize that 
we cannot fight oppression with oppression, hate with hate, dominance with dominance. 
But this does not mean that we do nothing. Jesus is certainly not passive in his protest of 
the religious system of his time. He actively identifies himself with the disenfranchised 
and aggravates the powers that be through what many social activists today call non-
violent direct action. And I ask you, could God be more direct than by descending into 
the womb of an unwed woman from Nazareth and declaring her chosen and blessed to 
carry the Christ, the long-awaited Messiah – God in flesh? 
Romans 12:17-21.
Sarah Bessey, Jesus Feminist: An Invitation to Revisit the Bible’s View of Women. 
Jesus is a primary icon for non-violent social movements.



Art by Scott Erickson @scottthepainter 
Original drawing by Sister Grace Remington

Feminism and social activism, 
at its best, confronts injustice 

by infusing love into the 
wounded wombs of the world 

– into the people and places 
that have been hated, exploited 

and oppressed. 



Art by Scott Erickson @scottthepainter 
Original drawing by Sister Grace Remington
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WHAT NOW?

• Listen to women
• Speak up against misogyny
• Share the mic - look around 

to see whose voice is missing 
and invite them in. 

• Keep learning  


