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Advent 
Memories



A Visitor and 
His Rocking 
Chair



When we’ve thrown out 
the baby with the 
bathwater, what 
happens to that 
beautiful, maybe 
occasionally smelly, 
baby that still lives in 
our mind? 



Dementia 
reminds us that 

the past is as real 
as the present



If we’re not making peace with 
our own histories,

then what happens when we start 
living in them again? 



“Could we agree 
to dignify our 
whole journey?”

Question to SCC, 
Oct. 17, 2021 



I need to honour 
those memories 
and how they 
affected me –
the beautiful 
and the painful. 

• If we do the work – naming and addressing 
the harm, grieving what was lost and what 
was missed, course-correcting, negotiating 
boundaries, etc., then we can stay in 
relationship with all of who we’ve been. 



The Shema: Deut. 6.4-9

• Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord 
alone. You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your might. Keep these words 
that I am commanding you today in your 
heart. Recite them to your children and talk 
about them when you are at home and 
when you are away, when you lie down and 
when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your 
hand, fix them as an emblem on your 
forehead, and write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates.



Deuteronomy 7
When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are about to enter and occupy, and he 
clears away many nations before you—the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations mightier and more numerous than 
you— and when the Lord your God gives them over to you and you defeat them, then you must 
utterly destroy them. Make no covenant with them and show them no mercy.



Then this happens…

• How did the one born in poverty 
and disgrace under Roman 
occupation handle this mixed 
legacy? 
• (We were reminded last week of 

his mom’s mix of subversion and 
memory!) 



Matthew 5

• “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or 
the prophets; I have come 
not to abolish but to fulfill. 
For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass 
away, not one letter, not 
one stroke of a letter, will 
pass from the law until all is 
accomplished.



Later in Matthew 5

• “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I 
say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, so that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven; for he makes 
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the 
unrighteous.



• We need the roots
• We need the encouragement, the 

memory, the grounding of being 
whole, of being connected with our 
past.
• BUT, we also need to clear and 

courageous and vocal and 
communal about how we do the 
reinterpreting.



If we’re not making peace with 
our own histories,

then what happens when we start 
living in them again? 


