A Little Help

Peter Fitch, St. Croix Church
Sunday, March 6, 2022
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What makes
a monster?

* “No malice
toward monsters”
but questions
remain

* |s there
something more
than psychology

at work? Adclf Hitler, 1859 Joseph Stalin, 1892
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Book of Daniel

12 “At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of
your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such
as has never occurred since nations first came into existence.
But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who
is found written in the book. 2 Many of those who sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt.




Book of Daniel

3Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the
sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars
forever and ever. 4 But you, Daniel, keep the words secret and
the book sealed until the time of the end. Many shall be
running back and forth, and evil shall increase.”



Book of Daniel, Ch. 11

33 The wise among the people shall give understanding to
many; for some days, however, they shall fall by sword and
flame, and suffer captivity and plunder. 3* When they fall
victim, they shall receive a little help, and many shall join
them insincerely. 3°> Some of the wise shall fall, so that they
may be refined, purified, and cleansed, until the time of the
end, for there is still an interval until the time appointed.



A Little Help

e What is that like?

* Does prayer change things, or does it just transform the one
who prays?

* If both, should we assume that “help is on the way” or try to
do our best to live in the midst of the difficult circumstances?

* Is it possible to do both at the same time, with a heart of

surrender to “whatever happens” and a kindled faith that we
are not alone?



Angels?
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Hebrews 13

1 Let mutual love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show

hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have
entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those

who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them;
those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were

being tortured.



Hebrews 13

> Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content
with what you have; for he has said, “l will never leave you or
forsake you.” ® So we can say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper;
will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”




