
Hello, my name is…



Metaphors for God
• Gardener (Genesis 2, John 15, John 
20)
• Seamstress/tailor (Genesis 3, 
Matthew 6)
•Mother bear (Hosea 13)
•Mother hen (Matthew 23)
• God is a chef (Psalm 23)
• God is a cheesemaker (Job 10)
• God is a pregnant woman (John 6. 
My flesh is real food and my blood is 
real drink)
• God is dew (Hosea 14)
• God is a mourner (Jeremiah 8)



“But you are the one who pulled me from the womb, placing me 
safely at my mother’s breasts. I was thrown on you from birth; 
you’ve been my God since I was in my mother’s womb.” (Psalm 
22:9-10, CEB)



God the midwife

“The role of a midwife is someone who comes alongside. A midwife 
does things with the birthmother, not to a birthmother. She doesn’t 
stand there and command the mother to give birth … there’s no forcing 
childbirth to happen. She’s gentle, attentive, guiding, partnering with 
the mother, listening for what the mother is feeling, what’s going on in 
the body, imparting wisdom. Always concerned for the wellbeing of the 
mother and the baby to come. And then the midwife celebrates the 
new life that does come. There’s a togetherness in mind, body, and 
heart. What would our relationship with God be like if that had been 
the primary image that we grew up with?” - Ellen Hoffman



God the funeral director/gravedigger
Then the Lord said to Moses: “This is 
the land that I swore to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob when I promised: ‘I 
will give it to your descendants.’ I have 
shown it to you with your own eyes; 
however, you will not cross over into 
it.” Then Moses, the Lord’s servant, 
died—right there in the land of Moab, 
according to the Lord’s command. The 
Lord buried him in a valley in Moabite 
country across from Beth-peor. Even 
now, no one knows where Moses’ 
grave is. (Deut. 34:4-6, CEB)


