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1 John 2:12-14
12 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins 
have been forgiven you for His name’s sake. 13 I am writing 
to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from 
the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, 
because you have overcome the evil one. I have written to 
you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I have 
written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has 
been from the beginning. I have written to you, young 
men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides 
in you, and you have overcome the evil one.



Simplistic

Complicated

Simple



Proverbs 3 (NASB, edited)

1 My child, do not forget my teaching,
But let your heart keep my commandments;
2 For length of days and years of life
And peace they will add to you.
3 Do not let kindness and truth leave you;
Bind them around your neck,
Write them on the tablet of your heart.
4 So you will find favor and good repute
In the sight of God and people.



Proverbs 3

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart
And do not lean on your own understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge God,
And God will make your paths straight.
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes;
Fear the Lord and turn away from evil.
8 It will be healing to your body
And refreshment to your bones.



Proverbs 3

9 Honor the Lord from your wealth
And from the first of all your produce;
10 So your barns will be filled with plenty
And your vats will overflow with new wine.
11 My child, do not reject the discipline of the Lord
Or loathe God’s reproof,
12 For whom God loves God reproves,
Even as a father and mother corrects the child in whom they 
delight.









Proverbs 3 (NASB, edited)

1 My child, do not forget my teaching,
But let your heart keep my commandments;
2 For length of days and years of life
And peace they will add to you.
3 Do not let kindness and truth leave you;
Bind them around your neck,
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Then

• No concept of Wisdom Literature
• All words like a talisman
• God very interested in my every up and down
• Close to traumatized if I made a mistake or didn’t do what I 

thought I should do



Now

• I realize that, though there is beauty and wisdom in ancient 
poetry, it’s “a way of speaking,” “part of a larger message,” 
“not a prison cell”
• Proverbs is a beautiful compilation of poems that contrasts 

two women: wisdom and folly (Proverbs 31 is not about a 
submissive wife)



Proverbs 3

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart
And do not lean on your own understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge God,
And God will make your paths straight.
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes;
Fear the Lord and turn away from evil.
8 It will be healing to your body
And refreshment to your bones.



Then

• I think it had to do with straightening out contradictions that 
I found in Scripture
• I had been told that the Bible was perfect, inerrant, and I 

kept finding contradictions
• Sometimes I wouldn’t let myself think about them lest I “lose 

my faith”



Now

• I trust that the Bible is a library of books written by many 
authors over many years
• I have seen God use it in very rich ways
• However, my main trust is that God is not the god of my 

early fears
•When I read things in the Bible that suggest that God wants 

men, women, children, and livestock destroyed, I trust that 
this is not the God that I am trying to be like



Proverbs 3

9 Honor the Lord from your wealth
And from the first of all your produce;
10 So your barns will be filled with plenty
And your vats will overflow with new wine.
11 My child, do not reject the discipline of the Lord
Or loathe God’s reproof,
12 For whom God loves God reproves,
Even as a father and mother corrects the child in whom they 
delight.



Then

• I don’t think I saw this as a legalistic financial arrangement, 
but it did have some elements of fear for me
• I also imagined that God was behind hard circumstances, 

professor in the school of “hard knocks”



Now

• I think there’s great wisdom in generosity and that giving 
leads somehow to greater peace than hoarding does
• I see it as privilege rather than duty or fearful command
• I do believe God is brilliant at helping people grow through 

difficult circumstances, but I don’t think God plans tough 
times for people


