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Inspiration: • Though our sins are as scarlet
They shall be as white as snow… Isaiah 1



Church’s role 
in enabling a 

fresh start

• Confession
- “Truth-telling” – honest facing of experience
- the trust that enables honesty 
- forgiveness, renewed relationship, freedom from 
shame/guilt

• Communion
- Experience of renewed welcome and 
inclusion
- Participation in mutual care and love
- Working together for justice and compassion



When faith itself needs a fresh start…

• Truth-telling and lamenting about Christian systems that have harmed
• Extracting the precious from the worthless
• From all sources of wisdom – not just our own
• While valuing, for us, the peculiar value of our own rootedness



We’ve had to start 
over with better 
theology…



Some new starts 
have been significant, 
costly, but beautiful



In daily life we need 
lots of re-starts…



Surprised by a simpler fresh start…





One of the 
most valuable 

parts of our 
Christian roots

• 14 For the love of Christ urges us on, 
because we are convinced that one has died 
for all; therefore, all have died. 15 And he 
died for all, so that those who live might live 
no longer for themselves but for the one 
who for their sake died and was raised.
• 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; 
look, new things have come into being! 18 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself,   
not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting the message of reconciliation 
to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, 
since God is making his appeal through us; 
we entreat you on behalf of Christ: be 
reconciled to God.



Mostly dead 
birch trees

• (But there’s a difference 
between dead and mostly 
dead.) 





1 Corinthians 
5.14- 20 

(how I hear it)



Steps to a new start: 1. Death/Letting Go



Steps to a fresh start: 2. Breathe/Invite the Spirit



Steps to a 
fresh start: 
3. Start





Celtic Service

Leader:   Before God, with the people of God,
I confess to my brokenness:
to the ways I wound my life,
the lives of others,
and the life of the world. 

Community: May God forgive you, Christ renew you, 
and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. 

Leader:    Amen. 



Celtic Service

Leader:  Hear now the words of Jesus:
“Your sins are forgiven.
I give you my peace;
come and follow me.” 


