
What kind of king?
(And so what?)
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King of the 
Universe?!



“The Lord is King; 
he has put on splendid 
apparel; …and girded 
himself with strength. 
Ever since the world 
began, your throne 
has been established; 
you are from everlasting.”
(Psalm 93)



“I saw one like a human 
being coming with the 

clouds of heaven. And he 
came to the Ancient One 

and was presented before 
him. To him was given 

dominion and glory and 
kingship, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages 
should serve him.”

(Daniel 7)



“Jesus Christ, the faithful 
witness, the firstborn of 
the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth. 
…To him be glory and 
dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. Look! He is 
coming with the clouds; 
every eye will see him…” 
(Revelation 1)



“My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”
(John 18)



A Different Kind of King

• So what?

• What practical, real-life difference 

might that make for us? 



What is God’s 
essential nature? 

• A God of Will or

a God of Love?

• What’s the priority: 

Freedom or Love?

• Is God willful or willing?



Christ/ God as King
• Do you find the image of Christ/ God as King problematic, life-giving…?

• What does it matter if Jesus is a different kind of king with a different kind of 

kingdom? What practical, real-life difference does that make for you?

• If God is a God of Love not Will, is willing rather than wilful, 

what does that change for you?

• What does it look like to learn from Jesus 

and live in willing rather than wilful ways?



The Question by Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer

All day, I replay these words:

Is this the path of love?

I think of them as I rise, as

I wake my children, as I wash dishes,

as I drive too close behind the slow

blue Subaru, Is this the path of love?

Think of these words as I stand in line

at the grocery store,

think of them as I sit on the couch

with my daughter. Amazing how

quickly six words become compass,

the new lens through which to see myself

in the world. I notice what the question is not.

Not, “Is this right?” Not,

“Is this wrong?” It just longs to know

how the action of existence

links us to the path to love.

And is it this? Is it this? All day,

I let myself be led by the question.

All day I let myself not be too certain

of the answer. Is it this?

Is this the path of love? I ask

as I wait for the next word to come.



The Lord’s Prayer
(Alternate version from New Zealand Anglican Prayer Book)

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,

Source of all that is and that shall be,

Father and Mother of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the 

universe!

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of 

the world!

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and for ever.

Amen.
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