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: A WAY IN THE WILDERNESS



From ‘The Question’
by Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer

“I notice what the question is not.
Not, “Is this right?” Not,

“Is this wrong?” It just longs to know
how the action of existence

links us to the path to love.

And is it this? Is it this? All day,

| let myself be led by the question.
All day | let myself not be too certain
of the answer. Is it this?

Is this the path of love?”
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Big problems, vulnerable love

“Love anything and your heart will be wrung and
possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it
intact you must give it to no one, not even an animal.
Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries;
avoid all entanglements. Lock it up safe in the casket or
coffin of your selfishness.

But in that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless,

it will change. It will not be broken; it will become
unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable.

To love is to be vulnerable.” (C.S. Lewis)




ve saves us from unlove
(not from pain)

“At some thoughts one stands perplexed, especially at the
sight of human sin [unlove], and wonders whether one
should use force or humble love. always decide to use

humble love. if you resolve on that once for all, you may
overcome the whole world. loving humility is marvellously
strong, the strongest of all things, and there is nothing
else like it.” (Dostoevsky)



The path of love

is always a way
in the wilderness.

“If there is such a thing as human
perfection, it seems to emerge precisely
from how we handle the imperfection
that is everywhere, especially in
ourselves.” (Richard Rohr)




Love in the wilderness

“Only when love enters the constructal givens of this
world and encounters the constrictions of choice,
finality, separation, tragedy, betrayal, and heartbreak
do its most tender and exquisite facets begin to emerge
- qualities such as steadfastness, tenderness,
commitment, forbearance, fidelity, and forgiveness.
These mature and subtle flavours of love make no sense
in a world where everything simply flows. They are
cured on the rack of time...” (Cynthia Bourgeault)



Love springs up in the wilderness

“Love everyone even in their sin, for that is the semblance of
Divine Love and is the highest love on earth. Love all God's
creation, the whole and every grain of sand in it. Love every leaf,
every ray of God's light. Love the animals, love the plants, love
everything. If you love everything, you will perceive the divine
mystery in things. Once you perceive it, you will begin to
comprehend it better every day. And you will come at last to love
the whole world with an all-embracing love. Love the animals...”

(Dostoevsky)

“If you want to make sure of keeping [your heart] intact you
must give it to no one, not even an animal.” (C.S. Lewis)

“I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland. The wild animals honour me...” (Isaiah 43)



“Love all God's creation, the whole
and every grain of sand in it. Love

every leaf, every ray of God's light.
Love the animals...” (Dostoevsky)




“What the world needs now is love, sweet love.
It’s the only thing that there’s just too little of.”




	Slide 1: Love in the Wilderness SCC | 19th January 2025 | Rachael Barham
	Slide 2: New theme: 
	Slide 3: From ‘The Question’ by Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer   “I notice what the question is not. Not, “Is this right?” Not, “Is this wrong?” It just longs to know how the action of existence links us to the path to love. And is it this? Is it this? All day
	Slide 4: Big problems, vulnerable love
	Slide 5: Love saves us from unlove (not from pain) 
	Slide 6: The path of love  is always a way  in the wilderness. 
	Slide 7: Love in the wilderness
	Slide 8: Love springs up in the wilderness
	Slide 9: “Love all God's creation, the whole and every grain of sand in it. Love every leaf, every ray of God's light. Love the animals…” (Dostoevsky)
	Slide 10: “What the world needs now is love, sweet love.    It’s the only thing that there’s just too little of.”

